INTRODUCTION
Medicinal plants constitute about 10% of the total flora of Serbia. They contain various compounds, products of metabolism or active ingredients used as medicines or as raw materials for medicaments (Stevanović and Vasić, 1995, p. 247) .
In the subregion of Pirot, a list of 93 medicinal plants was made by Randjelović et al. (1991) , while on the limestone massif of the mountain Vidlič 60 medicinal plants, rich in essential oils, were noticed (Marković, Pavlović-Muratspahić, Matović, Marković & Stankov-Jovanović, 2009 ).
In the Pirot County, that includes four municipalities (Pirot, Babušni-ca, Bela Palanka and Dimitrovgrad) the presence of 324 plant species was noticed, that are considered as officinal or used in the folk medicine (Marković et al, 2010) .
МАТЕRIAL AND METHODS
Research in the Pirot County was carried out during 2017. in the form of a population survey, to determine how many respondents are familiar with the application of medicinal plants in ethnopharmacology (etnomedicine and etnoveterinary medicine).
The questionnaire about knowledge and use of herbs included inhabitants of 144 villages of the Pirot County, of which 65 villages in the municipality of Pirot, 37 villages in the municipality of Bela Palanka, 25 villages in the municipality of Dimitrovgrad and 32 villages in the municipality of Babušnica. A total of 631 people were surveyed, of which 337 were male, and 294 female, age range 16-88.
The survey results on the knowledge and use of medicinal plants were systematized using Microsoft Excel (Microsoft Corp, WA, USA) and presented in Table 1 according to the alphabetical order of the villages in the four municipalities. The following information was entered in the columns:
-gender of interviewed respondents, -age of respondents, -village of residence, -municipality (Pirot, Bela Palanka, Dimitrovgrad or Babušnica), -the traditional name of the medicinal plant species that the respondent knows and uses, -latin name of the medicinal plant species that the respondent knows and uses, -indication if the medicinal plant species is used in ethnomedicine or in ethnoveterinary medicine, -part of the plant that is used, -the form in which the medicinal plant is used, -application of the medicinal plant.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Based on the results of the survey, it was found that the population of Pirot County is familiar with 192 medicinal plants, which are used for various medicinal purposes in ethnomedicine (4754 entries) and ethnoveterinary medicine (205 entries).
The best known and most widely used medicinal plant in the County is St. John's wort (Hypericum perforatum), which was mentioned by 571 respondents (90.5%). Table 1 gives an overview of the survey results of ethno-pharmaphological application of St. John's wort in Pirot County. The results show that St. John's wort in the Pirot County is used in the form of tea (235 respondents), oil (334 respondents), brandy extract (one respondent) or boiled potion (one respondent). The population of the County is well-informed about the beneficial properties of St. John's wort and uses it in ethnomedicine (562 respondents) and in ethnoveterinary medicine (19 respondents). It usually has an external use for wound healing (281 respondents) and sunburns (98 patients), but also has applications for inner stomach discomfort, disease of the lungs, kidneys, male and female urinary and reproductive systems, against high-temperature, as a tranquilizer, etc.
St. John's Wort is well-known in ethno-pharmaphological folk medicine in the Pirot County, having different internal and external uses.
CONCLUSION
The conducted survey revealed that in Pirot County, St. John's wort has the most extensive use of all mentioned medicinal herbs, and the population is very well informed about its beneficial properties. The above-ground part of the plant in flower is used in the form of tea, oil, extract in brandy or boiled potion.
In ethnomedicine it is used for the treatment of wounds, scratches, cuts and burns, eczema, swollen ears, eye and pimple bark, internal organ diseases, stomach diseases (for digestion, stomach, stomach ulcer and duodenal ulcer, liver and throat disease, (for asthma), against cold, coughs and lung diseases (asthma, bronchitis), gynecological problems, anti-myalgia, bladder and kidney disease, as an antibiotic-related antiseptic agent, in inflammatory processes (inflammation of the throat, urinary tract, ), menstrual problems, cervical wounds, prostate diseases, bones (against the islands in the joints), high blood pressure, depression and calm, to strengthen the immunity of the organism, as a prevention against diseases and instead of coffee.
St. John's wort oil is used in ethnoveterinary medicine to treat wounds (for example, lubricating wounded cow worms), as well as against diarrhea in domestic animals. 
